












than halting at intermediate aggregate sizes. HF molecules have

more of a family sense than other molecules.

The work which I have presented is also family work. Many people

have helped me in getting the pieces of this story together. Professor

Martin Quack has initiated the project and provided an excellent

support and framework which made this effort possible. Dr.

Katharina von Puttkamer (now married Al-Shamery) has contributed
importantly in the early stages of our work. Dr. Ulrich Schmitt and

Dr. Hans Hollenstein have helped with the experiments, Dr. Jtirgen
Stohner, Dr. David Luckhaus and others with the theory. In the group

of Prof. David Nesbitt in Boulder/Colorado, I have been given the

chance to verify a crucial hypothesis. Special thanks go to my own

family - my wife Andrea and our son Patrick - for providing an inva-

luable counterpoise to science.

Finally, I wish to thank the Latsis Foundation for awarding a prize to

this work and for organizing this afternoon. Thank you, ladies and

gentlemen, for your attention.
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Illustration of the FH chemical bond and the H"'F hydrogen bond

with springs (top) and the equilibrium structures for aggregates of

2-5 HFF molecules (bottom).
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